THE WORK OF THE CITIZEN

Charities Aid Association of New York, which
perhaps more than any other single influence
has brought about the leading measures of
legislation tending toward improvement in the
efficiency of the work of our public charitable
institutions. All such organizations have a
very powerful effect upon the government and
upon society. As individuals and as members
of those associations, therefore, we are taking
our part in the promotion of social welfare, if
we do our work thoroughly and intelligently.
From private beneficence, also, the public
has received at various times endowments
of various kinds, more or less connected with
the government, which have tended toward
the betterment of society. Sometimes these
are along lines similar to those followed by the
government, as in the endowment of colleges
and universities or hospitals; sometimes they
are private parks, recreation grounds, art
galleries that are often thrown open to the
public for their use. The support of our pub-
lic schools in the United States meets with al-
most universal approval. Nevertheless the work
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